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The satirical map is a medium for criticism of the contemporary Arab

Maghreb reality among Moroccan artists

Haifa Ebn Hadj Salah

Higher Institute of Fine Arts || University of Sousse || Tunisia

Abstract: During the recent timeframe, what has become the Arab Maghreb plastic artist’s goal during the recent period is
foregrounding, through cartographic works that mimic the reality of the Maghreb Arab world, the plethora of the latter’s
matters. This is to be done either via critical artwork that may reach a level of sarcasm in certain stances, or via criticizing
reality in which the Arab world witnesses ideological and socio-cultural conflicts. That image is nothing more than a multi-
faceted area of research that defines the Maghreb identity and represents the intellectual, cultural and social features of the
corresponding society. Ergo, various artists tried to transmit the Maghreb reality through different images in such a manner
that they entered the realm of social critique and satire. Yet, the intensity of criticism varies from an artist to another, for it is
gauged according to his/her cultural and social backgrounds; adding to that his/her national sense of belonging. Indeed, the
plastic artist has ventured in the game of geographic leveling of countries, and even of the map as a whole. Thus, they
rendered the general makeup of the image a mimesis of his/her design which was both critical and awareness-oriented.

Satirical maps, then, saw the light and waxed a plastic medium that transmits and critiques the modern Maghreb world.

Keywords: The map and society, criticizing reality, irony and satire, modern Maghreb reality, the modern Arab Maghreb

plastic practice.
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(13)les artistes créent des cartes et des parcours singuliers qui visent & recomposer les territoires, l'espace urbain, les
frontiéres, en laissant apparaitre une dimension qu'on pourrait définir "géoartistique”, toujours indissociable des
urgences géopolitique contemporaines. Manola Antonioli. Singularité cartographiquehttp://jeancletmartin.blog fr/
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3- «la nature varie ses éléments selon la variété des choses qu’elle veut créer dans monde ». BUCI-
GLUCKSMANChristine, L'ceil cartographique de I'art, Paris ,Galilée1996 , p 19
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9- «Non seulement le mensonge est facile avec les cartes, mais il est méme essentiel. Pour pouvoir

reproduire de maniére significative, sur une feuille de papier plane (...), les relations complexes d’un

monde en trois dimensions, une carte doit déformer la réalité» , MONMONIER, Mark ,les cartes ou du

mauvais usage de la géographie Comment faire mentir, Flammarion, 1993.p15
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13- les artistes créent des cartes et des parcours singuliers qui visent a recomposer les territoires, I'espace
urbain, les frontiéres, en laissant apparaitre une dimension qu'on pourrait définir "géoartistique”,
toujours indissociable des urgences géopolitique contemporaines. Manola Antonioli "Singularité
cartographique."http://jeancletmartin.blog.fr/ le 17/06/2020
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