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(1) g=xle @
Proposed Conception
Introduction:
Reading comprehension skills are very important to be presented following a reading text in a course book to help students
develop their competences in comprehending the text. According to the results of this research, the two researchers propose
the following conception of reading passages' exercise; in order to remedy weakness and improve the quality of reading
passages’ exercise in the course book of English language for first secondary grade students. This conception is clearly
designed to cover skills of reading comprehension and reinforce students’ comprehension of different reading texts.
Objectives:
1-  Helping students to be familiar with the skills of reading comprehension in their different levels, which are: literal,

deductive, critical, appreciation and creative.

2-  Helping students to develop their competences in comprehending different texts.
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3-  Helping students to comprehend the meaning of different passages they read.

4-  Helping the students to achieve higher level of reading comprehension in texts they read.

5- Remedying weaknesses that appeared in reading passages’ exercise in the course book of English language for first
secondary grade students.

6- Improving the quality of the reading passages' exercise in the course book of English language for first secondary grade
students.

The proposes conception contains skills of reading comprehension in their different levels, which are illustrated in the

following schedule:

Schedule (6) reading comprehension skills which are contained in the proposal

Skills' List The First subject The Second Subject

Reading Comprehension Skills within Literal Level Question | Sub Question | Sub
No. Question No. Question

No. No.

1.1dentifying the main idea of a passage. 1 1 7 1

2. Identifying the supporting details of a passage. 6 10 7 3

3. Identifying specific information of a passage. 2 B 4 -

4. Sequencing ideas of a passage. 4 - 2 -

5. Determining the meaning of words. 1 2 1 1

6. Determining the opposite meaning of words. 3 - 1 3

7.Reading maps and charts. 2 B

8. Recognizing pronouns, and the nouns that are related to. 1 3 1 2

9. Recognizing singular and plural nouns. 2 A 3 -

Reading Comprehension Skills within Deductive Level

10. Drawing implications. 6 2 7 5

11. Forming conclusion. 6 3 7 13

12. Drawing interfaces of a passage. 6 4 7 2

13. Attaching new learning to old information. 5 - 5 A

14. Making predictions. 6 3 7 4

15. Inferring character traits. 1 4 1 4

Reading Comprehension Skills within Critical Leve

16. Differentiating between facts and points of view in a 6 7 1 5

passage.

17.Judging the accuracy of information given in a passage. 6 9 7 10

18. Suggesting alternatives to specific situations in a passage. 6 5 7 1

19. Summarizing a passage briefly and correctly. 6 6 7 12

20. Evaluating information to choose the most important 6 11 7 6

ideas

21. Paraphrasing a passage correctly. 6 13 7 7

Reading Comprehension Skills within Appreciation Level
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22. Determining the aesthetic images in a passage. 6 12 5 B
23. Mentioning the ideas of a passage, according to its 6 11 7 6
significance.

Reading Comprehension Skills within Creative Level

24. Suggesting a variety of titles for a passage. 6 1 7 8
25. Drawing solutions to avariety of problems givenina 6 8 7 9
passage.

Story of a Bedouin Family
Dear students, use the following KWL as a comprehension assessment tool.

K- What | Know ‘ W- What do | want to know ‘ L- What have | learnt

Khalid Saleem was born in 1915 and his wife Hilah in 1920, both in the Al Ahsa Region. Like his father and grandfather, Khalid
worked all his life as a nomadic pastoralist herding sheep and camels. His wife Hilah, worked taking care of the home, her
parents and children.

In those days, most sons of Bedouin families joined their fathers migrating with their herds of camels and sheep to new grazing
lands and for access to water. Khalid and Hilah had five sons and three daughters. Some of his sons started working as taxi
drivers and builders when there was not much work herding and they were close to a town. But the youngest son, Hamad,
went to live with his aunt and uncle in Hufu in 1955 when he was six. There he went to school and eventually to college. He
graduated in 1971, when he was 22, in chemistry.

He gave up the Bedouin life, married Nourah in 1974, the daughter of a local shopkeeper and settled in Hufuf, not far from
his auntand uncle.

Hamad got a job with Aramco in the Drilling section in 1975 and during the week he would live in Abqaiq, going home on his
days off to be with the family. Hamad was still working for the same petrochemical company when, in 2011, he was not as
old as his father or grandfather when they never really retired at all.

Hamad and Norah had two sons and one daughter. All of their children went to school. The eldest son, Fahad, studied
communications and went to Riyadh to get a Master's degree, then settled in Riyadh where he has worked since 1999, he is
now studying part time for a doctorate.

Only a handful of members of Hamad and Nourah's families still follow the Bedouin lifestyle but the family has not forgotten
about the traditional way of life.

Task based learning:

(1) Choose the correct answer from the following:

1-What is the main idea of the passage?

A-The story of a Bedouin man's success.

B-Kalid's sheep and camel.

C-How to get a Master's degree in Riyadh.

D-The evolution of the petrochemical company.

2-The underlined word "nomadic" most nearly means

A-Traveler

B-Bedouin

C-Adventure
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D-Tourist.

3-The pronoun "he" in line 12 related to
A-Hamad

B-Fahad

C-Norah

D-Helah

4-What is the main characteristics of Hamad?
A-Envious

B-Ambitious

C-Lazy

D-Shy

(2) A-Fill the blank spaces with the suitable words.
1-The singular form of Childrenis

2-The plural form of Access is

B-Where the following events occurred? Can you locate them on the map?

-Hamad studied in the school in

-Fahad got a Master's degree in

3) Read the words in capital letters. Then, match them with the words that means the o

-ELDEST -Handful

- Biggest -lot

- Fastest - little
- Youngest - huge

4) Read the passage, and put the following sentences in the correct order.
__Fahad went to Riyadh to get Master's degree.

____Hamad went to live in Hufuf.

__ Hamad got a job with Aramco.

____Hamad married Norah.

5) According to this story and the story of " the oldest man in the world" that you have studied before, can you list

the advantages and disadvantages of Bedouin lifestyle.

6) In brief, answer the following questions.

1-  Thetitle of the passage is "Story of a Bedouin Family". Think of another titles for this passage and write them.

2-  Why do you think Hamad give up the Bedouin life?

3-  Fahadis the eldest son of Hamad's family. How do you think he will continue the family story? Write a new conclusion
for the story?

4-  Whatis the massage of the story?

5- Hamad leave his parents when he was six to go to school, if this incident happened for you, how would you react.

6- summarize the second paragraph.
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7-  "Hamad worked hard to achieve his dream". Do you believe that this sentence is a fact for everybody, or a point of
Hamad's view?

8- Hamad retired at the age of 62, while his father never really retired at all. If you in Hamad's situation, what would you do
for your father?

9- In 1971 Hamad graduated from Chemistry. Do you think in that time the college in Hufuf had this department? Give a
reason for your answer.

10- How much do you know about your grandfather? What kind of education did they have? What kind of work did they
do?

11- Read the passage and underline the important ideas, then, write the ideas as clearly and logically as possible.

12- In the first and second paragraphs, the narrator illustrates the suffering of Bedouins. Determine the sentence which
obviously describes the suffering, and write it down.

13- In your own words, paraphrase the last paragraph correctly.

Family Legends
Dear students, use the following KWL as a comprehension assessment tool.

K- What | Know W- What do | want to know L- What have I learn

All families have their stories. Grandparents tell their grandchildren how they lived, what they did, and what they remember
about their ancestors. Besides being interesting, these stories give us insight into the customs of the past.My father told me
stories about his childhood. He grew up on a farm in the Rocky Mountains. In the winter it snowed so much that he and his
brothers often went to school on a gigantic farm horse. His ancestors came from the state of Missouri and the country they
lived in was named for them, Miller Country. His great-grandfather made friends with the local Native Americans and the
famous pioneer Daniel Boone was their neighbor. He even remembered that one ancestor was the first white child born in
the area. Later, when | was an adult, | began investigating his family and | found out many of the stories he told me were a
little bit exaggerated. For example, | found out he lived part of his life in the mountains so the story about riding a horse to
school could be true, but many of the other stories were either untraceable or embroidered. | couldn't find out anything about
his great-grand father and the Native Americans, but | was able to discover that Daniel Boone didn't live in the area. However,
itis possible one of his ancestors was the first white child born there and I did find an interesting ancestor. Pinckney Story
Miller, my father's great-grandfather's brother, lost his hunting dog one day when he was a child. Young Pinckney went off
looking for it. He never found the hunting dog, but he did find a baby bear that he tied up and brought home with him to the

surprise of his parents.

Task based learning:

1) Choose the correct answer from the following:
1-The underlined word "gigantic" most nearly means:
A-Huge.

B-Small.

C-Tall.

2-The underlined pronoun "He" related to:

A-Daniel Boone.

B-Writer's Father.

LA oyl Ol & LA vl ol (1406 Al



2017 Jopd — Jo¥ st — I saad) — a1 25 g pglall ag ol A — Gy gyl pslell Al

C-Writer's grandmother.

3-All the following words are synonyms for the word "Pioneer" except:
A-Leader.

B-Pathfinder.

C-Follower.

4-The main characteristic of the writer's father is:

A-Proud.

B-Shy.

C-Rude.

5-"Families stories are interesting" this sentence expresses:
A-Fact.

B-Point of view.

C-Rule.

2) Read the passage and put the sentences in the correct order:
__lcouldn'tfind out anything about his great grandfather.
____ My father told me stories about his childhood.

___ Later,when | was an adult | began investigating his family.
____ Pinkney Story Miller lost his hunting dog one day.

3) Do as shown between brackets:

1-Stories [Read the passage and underline the singular form of it].
2-Ancestors [Read the passage and underline the plural form of it].

4) Match the sentences in column (A) with suitable sentence in column (B).

(A) | (b)
®  The writer's father grew up on [0 The father's great-grandfather's brother
®  Pinckney Story Miller is O Rocky Mountains
®  The father's ancestors came from [ The state of Missouri.

5) Make a comparison between the following:
(A) -How did fathers and grandfathers get to school?

-How do students today get to school?

Transportation in the past ‘ Transportation in the present

-In the picture " a woman embroidered the cloth”. (B)

- The writer said: "many stories were embroidered".

=

The meaning of Embroidered in the first sentence The meaning of Embroidered in the second sentence

7) In brief, answer the following questions.
1-What is the main idea of the passage?

2-What the lesson did you learn from the passage?
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3-Who were the Native Americans? Do you know anything about them?

4-"One of the father's ancestors was the first white child born in the area”. What do you think might happen next?

5-Why do you think that the writer's father exaggerated his stories?

6-Read the passage and underline the important ideas, then, write the ideas as clearly and logically as possible.

7-In your own words, paraphrase the first paragraph.

8-Read the Title and suggest another suitable titles for the passage.

9-"l found out many of the stories he told me were untraceable”. Think of the ways that may help families to save their stories
and customs.

10-"He did find a baby bear that he tied up and brought home with him". Do you think that this story could be real? Why?
11-"He brought home a baby bear to the surprise of his parent”. If you in this situation, what would you bring with you to
surprise your parents?

12-Summarize the last paragraph of the passage.

13-Write a new conclusion for the passage.

Abstract:

This study aimed to determine the reading comprehension skills in reading passages' exercise. It
measured the degree of that exercise considering the reading comprehension skills within the identified
levels (verbal, deductive, critical, appreciation and creative). To achieve this goal, a preliminary list of
reading comprehension skills and a content analysis form were designed, and specialists judged the validity
of it. The list reading comprehension skills contained (25) skills. the final result of the search clarified that
the skills of verbal level obtain (59.7%) the highest percentages, while the skills of appreciation level didn't
exist in the reading passages exercise. Nevertheless, the rest of skills measured with low percentages. The
deductive level obtains (25.2%), the critical level obtains (11.8%), and the creative level obtain (3.4%). In
the light of the search's result, a conception of reading passages' exercise that can remedy weakness was
proposed

Key Words: Evaluation, reading comprehension skills, Reading passages.
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