Journal of Arabic Language and Literature (JALSL) * Vol 4, Issue 4 (2025) » P: 79 - 66
https://journals.ajsrp.com/index.php/jalsl
ISSN: 2790-7317 (Online) « ISSN: 2790-7309 (Print)

The Linguistic Errors in Commercial Signs in the Southern Region

and the Capital of the Kingdom of Bahrain: A Descriptive and Analytical Study

Asst-Prof. Maha Fahed Abouhamra, Asst-Prof. Ibrahim Suliman Ahmed* ,Mr. Mohamed Jaafar Hasan Ali Juma

Received:

16/08/2025

Revised:

30/08/2025

Accepted:
13/09/2025

Published:
15/12/2025

* Corresponding author:

imukhtar@uob.edu.bh

Citation: Abouhamra, M.
F.,Ahmed,|.S., & Juma, M.
). (2025). The Linguistic
Errors in Commercial Signs
in the Southern Region
and the Capital of the
Kingdom of Bahrain: A
Descriptive and Analytical
Study. Journal of Arabic
Language Sciences and
Literature, 4(4), 66 —79.
https://doi.org/10.26389/

AJSRP.R180825

2025 © AISRP  Arab
Institute for Sciences &
Research Publishing
(AISRP), United States, all

rights reserved.

¢ Open Access

This article is an open

access article distributed
under the terms and
conditions of the Creative
Commons Attribution (CC

BY-NC) license

Bahrain Teachers College | University of Bahrain | Bahrain

Abstract: This study aims to analyze linguistic errors in commercial signage across the Capital and Southern
Governorates of the Kingdom of Bahrain during the academic year 2023—2024, within the framework of applied
linguistics and through a descriptive—analytical approach. A field-based coding sheet was designed to record and
classify errors in a clustered sample of 200 signs (100 from each governorate), categorized into spelling, grammar,
translation, and Arabization. The findings revealed a total of 277 errors, including 157 spelling errors (56.6%), 11
grammatical errors (4%), 66 translation errors (24%), and 43 Arabization errors (15.5%). Variation was observed
between regions: spelling errors were more frequent in the Capital, while grammatical, translation, and
Arabization errors were more prominent in the Southern Governorate. Based on these findings, the study
recommends developing a simplified national guide for signage writing, requiring linguistic proofreading before
licensing and installation, and providing training programs for designers and advertising companies on functional
bilingual writing. These results highlight the need for a clear linguistic policy that ensures the visibility of Arabic in
commercial spaces while maintaining balance with translation needs.

Keywords: Linguistic errors, Commercial signage, Kingdom of Bahrain, Applied linguistics, Translation and

Arabization, Linguistic landscape.
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